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Head Start Lesson 1- Reflection
	The first lesson plan that I did at the Stanley K. Head Start was on November 9th. When I tried to engage the students the first time it was a little hard. Most of the students still did not know who I was still, so it made it hard for us to connect. Some of the children came over on their own and I got them started by asking them if they wanted to draw. I knew many of them loved to draw and color, so I believed I would have gotten some people over. I was able to have three children do the activity. It was a small group, but I believe that we all had fun and enjoyed it.
	The lesson did not go as well as I had planned. I would have hoped that I would have had more children, but some were very disinterested.  The three children followed the directions very well. They were able to do most of it by themselves with a little scaffolding, yet one child seemed to not understand how to do it. I helped him and he did okay, but not the best. Part of the lesson I was going to have them go on a scavenger hunt around the room to look for the shapes, but once they were drawling they didn’t want to stop. I had to ask them “What shape is this?” rather than them finding the shapes that I ask them to look for. Everything else seemed to go well.
	The behavioral objectives were to have the children draw the shapes perfectly at least two times. In addition, they were to find five objects in the room that were in the shape of a square, triangle, or circle. These objectives were met only part of the way. As stated before most children did not want to look for objects so the most that they found were about three. I believe that my lesson may not have challenged the children. I did the lesson more as review of what the teacher did the week before. I really want to see if the children remembered what he taught them before to see if they would be successful. I made sure that they were successful by showing the pictures of the shapes and if they did not understand how to make them then I would draw them. 
	I believe that my set up was done well. I made sure to go into an area of the room where it was away from everyone else to make sure the students would not get distracted. My communication skills seemed to be good. The three children understood what I was asking of them and did not need much help. I believe that my transitions could have been better. I almost feel like I did not have any transitions. This is something I really need to work on. I kept the conversations very light to keep the atmosphere very positive. Even though one of the children wanted to draw something else, I let him do what he wanted to do. Then when it seemed that he was done drawing what he wanted to draw I asked him to join us and he did. I believe that the biggest thing I need to work on is my conversation with the children. Yes, I positive, but I feel like there was a lot of wait time between what I was saying about the lesson and other things.
	Next time I believe that I would have talked more and kept up a conversation. In addition, I would have probably taken out the scavenger hunt idea and done a mini one with them. For example, I would have brought in pictures of objectives and asked them what shapes they found in those pictures. This would have allowed the children to be more compacted in one area rather than have them everywhere like I had planned before.
	This was a play-based activity because it allowed the children to be free, but also kept some control with them. A play-based lesson does not need to be playing all of the time. They got a chance to do the work and then play with the crayons more afterwards. In addition, the scavenger hunt acted like a game which kept one girl wondering what else she could find in the room.
	Children that needed more help I would have had them only draw one of each shape. In addition, I would have had them sit next to me so that I can possibly do it with them first and then have them do it on their own. For the more mature students, I would have asked them to draw the figures, but then also draw an object by just using those shapes. As an example, they could have drawn a house. This would challenge them to try to make their own objects with those shapes rather than trying to find them in the room.
	If a parent was wondering why I decided to do this lesson I would tell them that this would help their child in the future. For example, they will have to deal with these shapes later on in life in math subjects such as Geometry. In addition, being able to draw these shapes will help with penmanship. Many letters use straight lines and diagonal lines, so this is a start to practice these different motions. Lastly, I would tell the parents that this is a way for their children to explore new ideas by using these shapes. It is good to let their child’s imagination expand because imaginations allow students to think outside of the box. Maybe their child will try to make a person using these shapes or a robot. It allows them just to rethink different ideas. The children did very well in the review lesson. I would only show them pictures of the shapes and then they did all of the work. The children are very bright.

