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EI Lesson Plan 1-Reflection
The shape recognition match-up lesson was done on September 28th. When I first wanted to start the lesson I told the child that it was going to be a fun time. All he wanted to do was run around in the hallway. Finally I was able to get him to sit at the table with a little help from the teacher. I got the child to be first engaged by showing him the colorful paper of shapes. In addition, I made sure that he could see that I had pretzels for him. He allows sees that as a reason to do well because he loves pretzels. Overall the child was engaged in the lesson.
The lesson actually went very well. It seems that when he has his car, McQueen, that he can be more focused on things. It is almost as if the car comforts him. I wanted him to be able to match up all of the shapes without help first. If he had trouble I would have helped him. It took him three times to match up the square, but everything else was easy for him. I believe that the only problem I had with the lesson is keeping him focus, but it was not as bad as I thought it was going to be.
 My goal was to have him be able to correctly match four shapes by a fourth try. If the child was struggling then I would help him in his matching. I believe that this lesson gave him the opportunity to learn new shapes and to practice saying the other ones. He was able to meet all of the requirements. I believe that this challenged his skills because it was not only saying what the names of the shapes were, but also trying to match them to their twin shape. I made sure that he would have success with this because I was there the whole time trying to encourage him. If I kept shutting him down, then he would have totally ignore the activity and given up. 
 I believe that my set up could have gone better if he came to the table without any problem. I really like how I kept him separated from the other children so that he would stay more focused. The communication between him and me seemed to work really well. Many times he would not look at me when he talked, but overall he answered everything that I asked from him. I believe that I was very flexible with what he wanted to do. He wanted to keep his car with him during the activity, so I allowed him to keep it. Sometimes that car became a distraction, but he still did the whole assignment. 
There are a couple of things I would have done differently in my lesson. If I had more time, I would have had him search in the classroom for objects with the same kind of shape as the other shapes. In addition, I would have tried to have him match more objects, but I knew there wasn’t going to be that much time. Otherwise, I thought the lesson was good for him and gave him the chance to really focus on shapes.
 This was a play-based lesson because it was something hands on that had him do something rather than just him doing a worksheet. I also believe that this was play-based because it was something he enjoyed. He laughed and giggled during the activity. In addition, this was play based because it used materials that can be used for play. 
If the child was older and had more skills, then I would have tried to do more objects and even have them draw them. For the boy I did the assessment with, he has a hard time holding a pencil. If the child was less mature then I would probably have him find objects in the room rather than matching the ones on the paper. I would think the child might lose their focus if they are just sitting in a chair doing the activity.
If a parent is having trouble understanding my reasoning for this lesson, I would explain it to them in a simple way. I would tell them that this is a way for their child to grow in their understanding of shapes. In addition, with a hands-on activity, it allows the student to feel more engaged in what they are doing. I would tell them that the child did very well in the lesson and that the only problem I had was getting him first focused. Also, the only other issue with the lesson was his ability to match up the square. It took him three times before he was able to match the square correctly. Lastly, I would tell them that by the child learning the names of the shapes and what they look like now, that it will help them later in different things in mathematics.

