Literacy Plan for Unit

The science portion of the unit is based heavily on exploring creative vocabulary to describe various cultures. For instance, students will have the opportunity to write about and describe various foods, textures, landforms, clothing, and so on. Students will be introduced to traditional words from the culture as well. In example, foods will be called by their traditional names and ingredients can be taught in both the English and the culture’s native language. So spaghetti could be referred to as le pasta and ingredients such as garlic would be intertwined with the Italian ‘aglio.’ The ultimate literacy goal for the science portion of the unit is to have students expand their traditional vocabulary by using writings to express creative vocabulary and also recognizing altering terminology. 

The social studies lesson involves literacy by reading a book and writing. The book connects the lesson as an introduction into greetings. In addition, it helps the students to see how greetings are written which will help them to pronounce the word later on in the lesson.  Questions that will be asked during the book will also expand their learning of greetings. When the students write the greeting on their hats, it allows them to practice their handwriting. In addition, it allows them to expand the ways that letters can be written into other words. Overall the social studies lesson allows all different ways to make extensions in literacy.

The content area lesson plan focuses on movement and incorporates reading, writing, speaking, and technology. The lesson incorporates reading when the teacher reads a book to the class about dance. Technology is then incorporated through the use of videos depicting various cultural dances. After the students watch the videos, make cultural attire, and learn a few dances, they will write in their journals about their favorite dance and the culture the dance belongs to, thus incorporating writing. After writing, the students will get a chance to speak in small groups about their favorite dance. They will also get a chance to participate in a class discussion regarding dance and culture. As part of the extension activity, the students will further their writing skills by writing a sentence or two about a dance prominent in the culture of their family. This movement lesson plan weaves reading, writing, speaking, and technology throughout.

